
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

QUICKREF: Lightwr i ter  SL5 and SL55 
 

M E M  
• The MEM-key has many uses: 

MEM this level is for recalling memories. 
MEM-MEM this level is for saving memories. 
MEM-MEM-MEM this level is for executing functions. 

• There are 36 memories   
26 of the type MEM A, MEM B, MEM C, etc; (each letter-key can store the first 

127 characters of a message; this includes spaces). 
10 of the type MEM 1, MEM 2, MEM 3, etc; (each number-key can store the 

first 255 characters of a message; this includes spaces). The machine will beep 
when 230 characters are entered, as a warning. 

S T O R E  A  M E M O R Y  

• Press: ON/C, type your message, then MEM MEM then the desired letter or 
number. 

• The screen-message is Replace ?? (even if that memory-location is empty); 
press Y for 'yes', any other key means 'do not change the old memory'. 
EXAMPLE: ON/C then type LIGHTWRITER then 
MEM MEM L Y 

R E C A L L  A  M E M O R Y  

• Press: MEM then [chosen key]; the speed of recall is controlled by the setup 'Speed'. 
 

R E P L A C E  A  M E M O R Y  

• As for `store'. Pressing Y means the old memory will immediately be replaced by the new.  
 

E R A S E  O N E  

• Press: ON/C MEM MEM then [chosen key] then Y.  
 

E R A S E  A L L  f o r  a  n e w  u s e r  

• Press: MEM MEM then hold ? for 10 seconds, until 'Erasing' is displayed; wait until Erasing disappears. 
 
S E T U P S  
• To enter the setup system Press: MEM REPLAY; the display will be 'Text' (the first setup). 

• To browse the setup list  Press: SPACE for next; BACK-SPACE for previous. 
• To change a setup  Press: + for next value; EXPERIMENT! 

• To leave the setup-system Press: ON/C.  
T H E  S E T U P S  A R E  

Text Select UPPER- or lower-case. 
Click Select key-click (for auditory feedback). 
Tremor Select anti-ttrrreemmmor (for settings other than 0, hold the key down). 
Speed Select memory-speed and replay-speed. 
Auto-off mins Select turn-off time (the Lightwriter tums off automatically if unused). 
Keys Select symbols/accents on the two keys to the right of 'L' 
Br=British, Am=American, Da=Danish and Norwegian, Sw=Swedish and Finnish, Ge=German, Fr=French, 
Sp=Spanish and Portuguese, Ja=Japanese. 

 

K E Y S  



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
S H I F T - O N C E  

• Press: SHIFT once to shift the following character only. 
EXAMPLE SHIFT PERIOD for COMMA 
EXAMPLE SHIFT 5 for % 

S H I F T - L O C K  

• Press SHIFT twice to shift all following characters; press a 3rd time to unlock. Note: if the setup is 'lower-
case', the shift-key produces UPPER-CASE letters. 

C A S E  

• You can type in UPPER or lower case, using the 'Text' setup.  
R E P L A Y  

• This key will repeat the message that you have typed; the Replay-speed is controlled by the setup 'Speed'. 

• You can type indefinitely, but you can only recall the first 255 characters of a message. 

C H A R G E R  
• A dot at left of display = Low battery! Give it an overnight charge, USING THE CHARGER SUPPLIED. 

• If you plan to travel: the existing charger will work (with a suitable adaptor), provided the supply is 220 - 250 
volts (Europe, most of Australia, Now Zealand, etc). 

• The charger output must be 9-10 VDC, minimum rating of 800mA, output-plug: 2.1 mm x 5.5 mm x 12 mm, 
positive-tip, 12V. A car charging-lead is available; this charges the equipment from a car cigarette-lighter 
socket. 

• Capacity: 10 hours continuous use. If the battery is low, use the Lightwriter with the charger plugged in. 

U S E  A L L  D A Y ,  C H A R G E  E A C H  N I G H T  
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MEMORY 

To get the 'other' 
symbols, press 
Shift first 

Q W E R T Y U I O P 
A S D F G H J K L 

Z X C V B N M Space 

On/C Off 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Ø ! " / = % ; & ' ( ) 
- + 

, 
. 

Mem 

SHIFT 

HELLO how are you? HELLO how are you? 

BACK-SPACE 

REPLAY 

? * 

SCREWS 

Key-surround 

GREEN 
SPACER 

HANDLE 

UPPER case lower  case 

BUZZ 

Fit neckstrap 
here 
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INFO: Lightwri ter SL5,  SL55 
 

S O F T W A R E  V E R S I O N  

• Press: MEM MEM then ?  
Q W E R T Y  T O  A B C D E  

• Return to your supplier. 
C A R E  O F  T H E  E Q U I P M E N T  

• Food, drink, and mechanical abuse will do the equipment no good at all! Do not drop it; arrange a suitable 
mounting-system, if required.  

C E  S T A T E M E N T  

• An indirect-field static-discharge (eg lightning) may cause the device to 'lock up' (if it is in use at the time). In 
this circumstance, the user should press OFF then ON. 

A I R C R A F T  

• If you are asked by the cabin-crew not to use electrical equipment during parts of the flight such as take-off 
or landing, you should also refrain from using the Lightwriter during these times. Use the alphabet-card 
supplied. 

• Carry the equipment as hand-luggage and not in a suitcase or bag; show airport-security staff how it works; 
this may make the security-check faster. The equipment will not be affected by the security X-ray 
machines. 

S T E R I L I S A T I O N  

• If it is required to sterilise the equipment, the outer surfaces may be wiped with a cold-sterilising agent. 
• The equipment is splashproof (not waterproof); do not allow sterilising agent or cleaning fluid to get inside. 

• The recommended technique is to hold equipment on end with the charger socket lowest and to clean the 
equipment in this position, reducing the risk of fluid entering the equipment. 

• Do not use strong sterilising agents such as surgical spirit. Do not immerse in sterilising fluid. 

• Do not expose to elevated temperatures. Do not autoclave. 
• If a potential user is suffering from a virulent condition from which the equipment cannot be adequately 

sterilised using the above techniques, take care to avoid the risk of infecting future users or other people 
handling the equipment; you may wish to use an alphabet or picture board, which can be disposed of after 
use. 

R E T U R N I N G  T H E  E Q U I P M E N T  

• If you need to return the equipment to your supplier, here is what to do: 
Pack the machine and its charger with plenty of protection, preferably in the original box. 
Ensure the ON button cannot be pressed in transit. 
Tape up the parcel securely. 
Return all the equipment (including charger) to your supplier. 
Address it clearly; and put the sender's name and address on the back.  
Enclose a note to say who it is from, and why, and supply the RETURN ADDRESS.  

• Ring, or send a letter separately, quoting: 
Your name, address and phone-number.  
The serial number (on the back). 
The account number (if known).  
The date of dispatch. 
The faults (or reason for return).  
The company-name of courier. 

R E S E T  

• 'Reset' on SL5 is Off/On. If this does not cure the problem and the Lightwriter is accepting charge, it needs 
to be returned. 

 
S E R V I C I N G  



 

  
 

• The Lightwriter is extremely reliable if treated properly. 
• By far the most frequent cause of damage is mechanical abuse (dropping it, coffee-spillage, etc). 

• The equipment does not need regular maintenance, and is designed to give many years trouble-free use.  
T R O U B L E - S H O O T I N G  

• Most problems are to do with battery-charging: 
Is the mains-socket OK?  
Is the charger-light lit?  
Try wiggling the wire  
Are you using our charger, and is it turned on? 
If not, the charger may be dead. 
It may have broken inside the insulation, if it has been pulled violently.  

 
 

A C C E S S O R I E S  
 

K E Y G U A R D  

• If the green keyguard spacers do not provide a deep enough keyguard, we supply an alternative keyguard 
with deep recesses. This can be fitted by the user. 

K E Y B O A R D  G L O V E  

• A clear plastic sheet which fits over the keyboard, to reduce the risk of splash-damage. 
R A I N C O A T  

• Same but covers entire machine, and provides even more splash-protection. Specify serial-number. 
C A R R Y I N G   
Neck strap:  Clips onto the keyboard's carry-handle; supplied on request.            
Carry bag:  Soft, padded material        
Protective case:  Executive-style suitcase. 
Mounting:  MidiMount wheelchair and floor-stand system. 
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